CHAPTER VI
IDEALISM
WE at length reach the final stage in presenting the philosophy of Scientific Materialism. The preceding chapters have shown that no intelligible explanation of events can be given from any standpoint except of a materialistic nature. There is no place for " spirit" in the subject-matter dealt with by astronomers or by physicists. Biology is equally founded on a basis of pure materialism. In physiology the theory of vitalism which imagines a spiritual intervention in physiological processes is hopelessly discredited, and has now been abandoned by all physiologists in practice and by the great majority also in theory. We are led, therefore, inevitably to the conclusion that the causation of events of every kind is purely materialistic. We have not yet in the course of our studies come across any kind of causation that is spiritual in character, as opposed to physical. The Universe is governed by the physical laws of matter, even to the most refined and complex processes of the human mind.
Are we to infer from this that materialism is the only true philosophy ? Such an inference is not justified by any evidence we have yet considered. The only inference we are entitled at present to draw is that materialism is the basis of natural science. Science necessarily assumes materialism for its foundation; it rests upon materialism as chemistry rests upon the atomic theory. But just as chemists long looked upon the atomic theory simply as a good working hypothesis, without committing themselves to a belief in its absolute truth, so we are now in the position of recognizing
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